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CONFIDENTIAL LAGOS 7621 

E. O. 11652: GDS 
TAGS: PFOR, PINR, NI 

SUB J : ALHAJI M. A. SANUSI NAMED ACTING PRINCIPAL 
SECRETARY, MINISTRY EXTERNAL AFFAIRS 

REF : LAGOS A-436, NOV. 27, 1971; LAGOS 7892, SEPT 28, 1972 (NOTAL) 

1. EVER SINCE LAST WEEK'S COUP, WE HAVE HEARD CONSISTENT 
REPORTS THAT JOE I Y ALLA, FORMER NIGERIAN AMBASSADOR TO THE 
U.S. AND PERMANENT SECRETARY OF THE MINISTRY OF EXTERNAL 
AFFAIRS (MEA), WOULD BE REPLACED BY NEW ADMINISTRATION. 

(LAGOS 7431). IYALLA, A CLOSE ADVISER TO FORMER HEAD OF 
STATE GENERAL GOWON, WAS IN KAMPALA WITH GOWON AT THE TIME 
OF THE COUP. ALTHOUGH HE RETURNED TO LAGOS LATE LAST WEEK, 

HE WAS APPARENTLY UNABLE MEND FENCES AND IS NOW OUT OF A 
JOB - AT LEAST TEMPORARILY. 

2. ACCORDING TO THIS AFTERNOON S "NIGERIAN HERALD ", IYALLA 
WAS ORDERED ON COMPULSORY LEAVE. ALHAJI MUHAMMAD AMINU 
SANUSI HAS TAKEN OVER AS ACTING PERMSEC UNTIL FURTHER NOTICE. 
ACCORDING TO THE PAPER, AN MEA SPOKESMAN WOULD SAY ONLY THAT 
IYALLA WAS BEING REASSIGNED AFTER SERVING MORE THAN "THE 
STIPULATED THREE YEAR TERM IN OFFICE." 
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3. THE FORTY-FIVE- YEAR-OLD SANUSI (SEE REFS) IS A CAREER 
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FOREIGN SERVICE OFFICER WHO HAS, BEEN SERVING SINCE 1972 AS 
NIGERIAN AMBASSADOR IN PEKING. HE HAS ALSO SERVED AS NIGERIAN 
AMBASSADOR/HIGH COMMISSIONER TO CANADA, BELGIUM AND THE EEC. 

HE WAS THE FIRST HEAD OF MEA'S EXTERNAL RESEARCH DEPARTMENT 
(INTELLIGENCE). 

4. EDUCATED AT THE INSTITUTE OF ADMINISTRATION. ZARIA, 

AND A GRADUATE IN PUBLIC ADMINISTRATION FROM UNIVERSITY OF 
EXETER, SANUSI HAS BEEN WITH THE NIGERIAN FOREIGN SERVICE 
SINCE 1956. VARIOUSLY DESCRIBED AS UNASSUMING, UNEXCEPTIONAL, 

A PLAYBOY AND WOMANIZER, SANUSI DOES NOT HAVE AN OUTSTANDING 
PROFESSIONAL REPUTATION AS THE RESULT OF HIS OVERSEAS AMBAS- 
SADORIAL POSTINGS. AT SAME TIME, THE ACTING PERMSEC IS KNOWN 
PERSONALLY AS A PLEASANT, EFFABLE AND ACCESSIBLE INDIVIDUAL. 

COMMENT: I Y ALLA WAS PROFESSIONALLY COMPETENT BUT DIFFICULT 
TO DEAL WITH; IN SANUSI WE MAY HAVE SOMEONE EASY TO DEAL WITH BUT 
A SHADE LESS COMPETENT. HOPEFULLY THE NEW COMBINATION WILL PROVE 
BENEFICIAL TO EMBASSY/MEA RELATIONS. 
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